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"ST. JAMES'S, PERKIOMEN." 

BY REV. A. J. BARROW, RECTOR. 

[The following historical notes and biographical sketches have been 
selected from a paper read by the rector of St. James's P. E. Church at 
Evansburg, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, on October 28, 1894, to 
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the consecration of the present 
church building.] 

This parish has a history fast approaching two hundred 
years. The church previous to the present one stood oppo- 
site in the cemetery and was built in 1721. This was taken 
down and the stones and material were used in the present 
building. Prior to 1721 the parish was a mission under 
the " Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts." It sent over a book for recording the minutes of 
the vestry, and not unlikely a communion service. The 
book was handsomely bound in vellum, having a gilt im- 
pression of the society's seal and the coat of arms of Queen 
Anne, its zealous patron. It is now among the archives of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

The first meeting recorded is October 2, 1737, the Rev. 
Mr. Harway being rector. Present: Samuel Lane and 
Edward Nichleson, wardens; Henry Pawling, Peter Evans, 
George Evans, John Newbery, "William Moore, and others, 
vestrymen. Samuel Lane was a son of Edward Lane, of 
whom we shall presently speak. "William Moore was a 
prominent man in the colony at that time. From the bio- 
graphical sketches of the Hon. S. W. Pennypacker it ap- 
pears that he was a son of John Moore, Collector of the 
Port of Philadelphia, and was born May 6, 1699. He was 
sent to England and educated at Oxford University. His 
father gave him two hundred and forty acres on the Picker- 
ing Creek, adjacent to the Schuylkill, where he built the 
mansion once known as " Moore Hall." He became county 
judge and lived a long and eventful life. He was an en- 
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thusiastic churchman, and at different times a vestryman of 
St. James's, Perkiomen, and St. David's, Radnor. He died 
May 30, 1783, and was buried in the Radnor graveyard. 

In 1738, Jonathan Woodley and Peter Rambo appear as 
wardens, and vestrymen, Samuel Lane, Edward Nichleson, 
William Moore, Henry Pawling, Owen Evans, George 
Evans, John Eewbery, Stephen Boyer, Thomas Bull, John 
Edwards, John Davis, and John Collins. The Rambo 
family are descendants of the Swedes who made settle- 
ments upon the Delaware and Schuylkill as early as 1638. 
There is a record of two hundred and fifty acres being con- 
firmed by Penn to Peter Rambo on the Schuylkill. Thomas 
Bull was an ancestor of the Rev. Levi Bull, who was born 
here and became a zealous missionary in the diocese of 
Pennsylvania. The Davis family was of Welsh origin, and 
became widely spread. In 1739 the wardens, Jonathan 
Woodley and Peter Rambo, were instructed to settle with 
and pay Hugh Pugh his account as soon as convenient. 
The family of Pughs were long identified with the church. 
The Shannon family also go back to a very early date, 
and were identified all along as among the most zealous 
supporters of this church, having intermarried with the 
Lanes. The last survivor was Charles Porter Shannon, 
who, after serving in the vestry for twenty-five years, died 
January 18, 1890. The name of Bean also had a promi- 
nent place, as well as Fronefield, Coulston, and others. 

In 1764 a committee was appointed to rebuild the Glebe 
House, belonging to the Propagation Society's missions of 
Radnor and Perguhoma, the original Indian name for Per- 
kiomen. The circumstance shows that the same minister 
supplied both places, which must have involved many a hard 
and tedious ride. The church of 1721 is described as 
having been a quaint and curious structure, one story high, 
with a shed roof in front over entrance-door, sashed win- 
dows on each side, two end ones, and one high up in the 
gable. They had diamond-shaped panes of glass set in 
leaden sash imported from England. A picture of the build- 
ing hangs in the vestry-room. Placed under the present 
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tower is an old stone inscribed " J. S. and J. P. Church 
"Wardens 1721." The initials refer no doubt to James 
Shannon and John Pawling. A log church is supposed to 
have been the first erected. 

The beginning of the parish dates from the founding of the 
settlement here by Edward Lane. He purchased in 1698 a 
tract of twenty-five hundred acres, part of five thousand 
originally granted to Thomas Rudyard in 1681, who came 
from London and became Deputy Governor of East Jersey. 
The transaction is recited in titles of properties still held. 
The conveyance to Edward Lane in 1698 was confirmed by 
patent in 1701. The tract stretched from the Skippack to 
where the toll-gate beyond Collegeville stands. Judge 
Pennypacker states in his manuscript pedigree that Edward 
Lane was great-grandfather to his great-grandmother, Mary 
Lane, wife of the Hon. Isaac Anderson. From the same 
manuscript it appears that William Lane, the father of 
Edward Lane, a grocer living in Bristol, England, was one 
of the first purchasers of land (five hundred acres) from 
William Penn. The family were Quakers. It was William 
Lane's purpose at first to come to Pennsylvania, but age 
prevented, and so he conveyed the above five hundred acres 
to his son Edward, who came over prior to the first of Octo- 
ber, 1683, on which day two hundred and fifty acres were 
surveyed to him in Bristol Township, near Germantown. 
On this tract he built a messuage, barn, and out-houses. In 
April, 1688, he bought fifty acres of adjacent land. This 
was ten years before the purchase here. In 1704 he and 
James Shattick bought, jointly, five thousand additional 
acres. 

William Penn seems to have been on friendly terms with 
Edward Lane, notwithstanding the latter's turning to the 
Church of England when the division took place among 
the Society of Friends in Philadelphia, brought about by 
the preaching of George Keith. In 1694, Edward Lane 
married Ann Richardson, daughter of Samuel Richardson, 
one of the provincial councillors of Pennsylvania. The 
sister of Mrs. Lane, Elizabeth Richardson, married Abra- 
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ham Bickley, a wealthy merchant of Philadelphia. Edward 
Lane lived in his house in Bristol Township until the settle- 
ment here was started, in which he seems to have been 
much interested, and showed considerable enterprise. His 
early effort was to get a road leading to Philadelphia, which 
was the beginning of the Germantown turnpike. Judge 
Pennypacker states that Lane made a visit to England in 
1704, and brought back with him a letter from "William 
Penn to James Logan, dated at Bristol, England, July 7, 
which says, "Now meeting with Edward Lane and his 
Overseer bound hence by Ireland to Pennsylvania, I send 
this in answer to thy original of the 26th of third month. 
Let Edward Lane have the land laid out he has bought of 
the first purchasers, according to justice, and the way to 
Mahatany carried on in the best manner for futurity as well 
as present." The way to Mahatany was the turnpike. 

In 1700, Dr. Compton, Bishop of London, sent over the 
Kev. Evan Evans to take charge of Christ Church, Philadel- 
phia, and outlying districts. He was a man full of mission- 
ary zeal, and visited Perkiomen, Radnor, and other places, 
ministering to scattered settlers. As some were Welsh, he 
took a still deeper interest. He made reports of his work 
to the " Society for the Propagation of the Gospel," and in 
a letter dated from Philadelphia, August 27, 1709, wrote, 
" On next Monday I am to preach at a new settlement 
called Purguoman, 24 miles, where I am to baptize a 
whole family of Quakers, to the number of sixteen." He 
did not mention the names. The incident shows, however, 
that a Church of England organization had been started. 
The assertion was once made that a stone had been dis- 
covered in the cemetery with the date 1703, but it cannot 
be found now; nevertheless, there is no reason why it 
should not have existed. 

Judging from Edward Lane's will he appears to have 
been a devout man, and his first thought, no doubt, was the 
erecting of some altar to God, and marking out a spot for a 
burying-place. Edward Lane survived his purchase only a 
few years, and died about March, 1710, apparently only in 
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his prime. This family are said to have been short-lived. 
No stone can be discovered marking his grave, but it is 
likely that he was buried here, as were all his children, near 
where the earliest church stood. By his will, dated not long 
before his death, in which he speaks of the plantation at 
Perkiomen on which he then lived, he left the portion of his 
estate lying this side of the Perkiomen to his son William, 
and west thereof to his son Samuel. To his son James he 
bequeathed two hundred and fifty acres, with a grist-mill 
then lately built. The spot is supposed to be where Keyser's 
mill now stands, once known as Croll's mill, not far from the 
church property. There were also four daughters — Eliza- 
beth, Christian, Eleanor, and Ann — for whom provision was 
made. His sons being then minors, the bequests of land 
were left to his wife until they should come of age. The 
executors were James Shattick, Abraham Bickley, and his 
wife Ann. He also bequeathed to James Shattick five hun- 
dred pounds for many kindnesses, and for settling up the 
estate, and for transactions between themselves. These in- 
cluded joint purchases of land elsewhere, already referred 
to, and which seem to have reverted to said James Shat- 
tick, who was also buried in the cemetery here. "We have 
before referred to the other executor, Abraham Bickley, as 
having married a sister of Mrs. Edward Lane. Some time 
after the latter became a widow she married Edmund Cart- 
ledge, of Conestoga, in Lancaster County. 

After inheriting the land this side of the Perkiomen, 
William Lane, the son of Edward, by his will, dated Janu- 
ary 8, 1732, left forty-two acres adjoining the church for 
the use of successive ministers of St. James's forever, in- 
cluding all buildings and improvements when laid out for 
a settlement. The rest of the estate he bequeathed to his 
son Edward Lane the second. His brother Samuel and his 
neighbor Henry Pawling were appointed executors. Like 
his father, he, too, died in the prime of life, and while his 
son Edward was a minor. He therefore appointed as guar- 
dians for the latter, Dr. John Kearsley and James Bingham, 
of Philadelphia. 
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Samuel Lane was for many years rector's warden here, 
from whom Judge Pennypaeker derives descent. One de- 
scendant married Professor Jebb, the noted Greek scholar 
of Oxford University, England ; and another married a son 
of Charles Darwin. By a trust deed dated April 3, 1737, 
William Lane's executors granted and released to the war- 
dens and one vestryman of St. James's forty acres for the 
use of the minister, according to the will, which grant has 
proved of valuable service in sustaining the church. Modern 
surveys have called it fifty acres. The first was made by 
Hendrick Pennybacker, who early surveyed this turnpike 
and other important roads. 

Henry Pawling, one of William Lane's executors, be- 
longed to a family who came originally from England and 
settled in New York, where they intermarried with the 
Dutch. Early New York records show that John Pawling, 
son of Henry Pawling and Neeltji Rosa, was baptized Oc- 
tober 2, 1681, and married the youngest daughter of Tjerk 
Claessen De Witt. They had a son named Henry, who was 
baptized November 1, 1713. It was after this date, sup- 
posed to be 1720, that Henry and John moved to this region 
and settled along the Schuylkill near where the Perkiomen 
empties into it, and where Pawling's Ford became located. 
From the start the family seem to have taken a foremost 
place in St. James's Church, and served it faithfully for 
many years. After the Revolution, Henry Pawling, Jr., 
Robert Shannon, and others, and subsequently Levi Pawl- 
ing, were foremost in building up Norristown and founding 
St. John's Church there. Eleanor Pawling, who died Janu- 
ary 5, 1864, in her eighty-fifth year, married the Rev. James 
Milnor, once rector of St. George's, New York. 

Another prominent family in the early history of this 
parish were the Evanses, who intermarried with the Lanes. 
From them Evansburg took its name. Two of the surviving 
members are Edward Evans, warden of St. Luke's, Bustle- 
ton, and a present vestryman here, and Owen Evans, of 
Delaware. Another brother, William, died two or three 
years ago. 
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In 1738 the church was broken into and robbed of a 
pulpit cloth and cushion of plush purple fringed with black 
silk; also a pewter communion service and baptismal basin. 
A reward of five pounds was offered by the wardens, 
"William Moore and Henry Pawling. 

St. James's seems to have increased and flourished until 
the War of the Revolution, when, as a Church of England, 
it had a set-back. Ministers all over the country who were 
loyal to the King had to retire. The Rev. Mr. Currie then 
appears to have been rector here, and for forty years pre- 
viously. In 1776 he wrote a touching letter of resignation 
to the vestry on the ground of failing health, which is 
recorded in the minute-book already spoken of. Edward 
Lane and Robert Shannon were wardens. In October of 
the following year, 1777, occurred the battle of German- 
town, and the American soldiers passed this way in retreat, 
carrying their sick and wounded, and converted the church 
into a hospital. Over a hundred died and were buried in 
the graveyard. 

In 1780, Henry Pawling, Jr., and Benjamin Rittenhouse 
were wardens, and the Rev. John "Wade became officiating 
minister for six years. During this interval the war ended, 
and the Episcopal Church, as well as the nation, became 
separated from England. The vestry of St. James's lost no 
time in adapting itself to the new conditions. As soon as 
Bishop "White became Bishop of Pennsylvania, James 
Shannon and Nathan Pawling, wardens, were appointed 
a committee to consult with St. David's, Radnor, and St. 
Peter's, Great Valley, about applying for a minister to offi- 
ciate in the three churches. The Rev. Slator Clay, who 
had acted as lay reader, was specially petitioned for. He 
was accordingly ordained deacon, December 23, 1787 ; and 
priest, February 17, 1788. Besides the three churches men- 
tioned, he also officiated at Christ Church, Swedeland, near 
Bridgeport. 

At this time a list is recorded of subscribers and pew- 
holders in St. James's, comprising thirty-one names, largely 
descendants of the early members. In this list we find the 
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name of Jacob Casselberry, who is said to have emigrated 
from "Wales, first settling in Chester County, and then, 
before the Revolution, at Evansburg. In 1792 he appears 
as a warden of the church. His son "William became a 
vestryman, and lived to the age of eighty-seven. He had 
three sons and three daughters. The last of the sons was 
Joseph, recently laid to rest in his eighty-eighth year, 
having died in the same house and room in which he was 
born, now the residence of Morgan Casselberry. "Wash- 
ington once made this very room and house his headquarters 
when his army was encamped on both sides of the Perki- 
omen Creek. One daughter of William still survives. His 
son John was the father of D. Morgan Casselberry, the 
present senior warden of the church. Isaac Casselberry, 
deceased, son of Benjamin, was for several years a vestry- 
man. Both branches became connected by marriage with 
the Evanses. In the same year, 1788, the parish was incor- 
porated by Act of Assembly, under the title of " The Minis- 
ter, "Wardens, and Vestry of the Episcopal Congregation of 
St. James's Church, Perkiomen, in the Township of New 
Providence and County of Montgomery." 

The Eev. Slator Clay died September 25, 1821, aged 
sixty-seven, and was buried in the cemetery. On his 
tombstone it is inscribed that he was rector for nearly 
thirty-five years of St. James's, Perkiomen; St. Peter's, 
Great Valley ; and Swedes' Church, Upper Merion. He was 
succeeded for about ten years by his son, the Rev. John C. 
Clay, who then became rector, for a long period, of Gloria 
Dei Church, Philadelphia. 

In the year 1789, Robert Shannon was elected the first 
deputy to a convention. In 1793, Henry Pawling was 
deputy. The same year a stone wall was built around the 
cemetery. In 1799 the Rev. Slator Clay made Perkiomen 
his residence, when a portion of the present parsonage was 
built, to which additions were from time to time made. At 
the beginning of 1832 the Rev. John Reynolds, previously 
of St. John's, Norristown, became rector, who married 
Eleanor Evans. His monument is in the cemetery. The 
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Eev. George Mintzer was rector from 1841 to 1857, as in- 
scribed upon the tablet on the wall to his memory. The 
Rev. Dr. Stockton had charge from 1858 to 1863, when he 
became rector of St. Peter's, Phoenixville, to which he also 
ministered while here, and from which, on account of fail- 
ing health and infirmity, he has recently retired, honored 
and much beloved. The Rev. Peter Russel was rector 
from 1869 to 1873, and the Rev. John L. Heysinger from 
1876 to 1884. Other clergymen have also officiated for 
brief periods. The present incumbent took charge May 1, 
1890. 



